HINDI  IN  THE   SOUTH                           215

rich literary treasure, it gives us an introduction to
Western thought and culture. For a few of us, therefore,
a knowledge of English is necessary. They can carry
on the departments of national commerce and inter-
national diplomacy, and for giving to the nation the best
of Western literature, thought, and science. That would
be the legitimate use of English, whereas today English
has usurped the dearest place in our hearts and dethroned
our mother-tongues. It is an unnatural place due to our
unequal relations with Englishmen. The highest develop-
ment of the Indian mind must be possible without a
knowledge of English. It is doing violence to the manhood
and specially the womanhood of India to encourage
our boys and girls to think that an entry into the best
society is impossible without a knowledge of English,
It is too humiliating a thought to be bearable. To get
rid of the infatuation for English is one of the essentials
of Swaraj.
Young India, 2-2-*21

If we were not living in artificial conditions, the
people living in the South will not consider the learning
of Hindi as a strain on them, much less a superfluity. It
is surely more necessary for them to learn Hindi than
for the Hindi-speaking population to learn the Southern
languages. There are two speaking and understanding
Hindi against one speaking the Southern languages in
all India. There must be for all India a common langu-
age of inter-provincial contact in addition to, not in the
place of, the provincial language or languages. It can be
Hindi-Hindustani.

Some who altogether dismiss the masses from their
minds would regard English not merely as an alternative
but the only possible medium. This proposition would